Dear Local Labor MP,
I’m writing to thank you for the Labor Government’s commitment to combating global poverty.  The transformation of the Australian aid budget that has taken place in the last three years has been substantial and deeply appreciated. Under Labor we’ve seen the aid budget make significant strides towards focusing on the Millennium Development Goals which has led to more of our aid making an impact where it is most needed. We’ve also seen an increase in the volume of aid, both in the absolute amount and as a percentage of our Gross National Income (GNI). Australia’s aid budget is now set to reach 0.5% of GNI by 2015/16, which represents a doubling in percentage terms from its low base. 
While these gains have been incredibly welcome, I believe more must be done. Relative to all other developed nations, Australia is arguably in the best position to make a commitment to the international aid target of 0.7% GNI, yet our current percentage of aid giving, 0.33%, sees us ranking 16th amongst the rich nations. Whilst many nations are concerned about mounting levels of government debt, Australia has the lowest debt to Gross Domestic Product (GDP) ratio in the developed world. Furthermore Australia escaped the financial crisis with less scars than our developed nation counterparts (with no small amount of thanks owing to the economic stewardship of your government). More than any other nation we can afford to fulfil our aid aspirations, and we should.

While the undeniably important issues of government spending, the economy and immigration are shaping up to be the chief foci of this election campaign, I believe that in a world where 15 children die every minute from preventable causes, global poverty is still the most important and most pressing issue of all. If Australia contributes its fair share, Micah Challenge estimates that we could prevent the needless deaths of 130,000 children each year, whilst delivering a raft of other benefits to those suffering from the effects of extreme poverty. Unlike issues of economy, population and national debt, contributing our fair share in the fight against global poverty is the difference between life and death for hundreds of thousands of people worldwide.
It is for this reason that I am asking the Labor Government to move beyond Australia’s long held rhetoric of aspirational goals and make a timetabled commitment to increasing aid levels to 0.7% of GNI. In doing so, I believe that the Labor Government would make its stamp on Australian politics and position itself as a leader on Australia’s most critical foreign policy issue.
Yours sincerely,

