Dear Coalition MP,
I’m writing to thank you for the Coalition’s support for combating global poverty. The bipartisanship that the Coalition has shown for reaching an aid target of 0.5% of Gross National Income (GNI) by 2015/16, as well as your commitment to spend aid effectively is commendable.
While these gains have been incredibly welcome, I believe more must be done. Australia still sits close to the back of the pack when measured by its commitment to aid. We currently give 0.33% of our GNI in aid, which is far short of the international aid target of 0.7%. Amongst the rich nations of the world our current level of giving means we rank 16th and worse still, based on our current commitments we are set to fall further behind. However the cost for Australia to reach the international aid target and to stand amongst the global leaders for aid giving is modest. To reach 0.7% by 2015-2016 will take an increase in overall government spending of just 0.13% pa over the next three years, and about 0.25% in the two subsequent years. 

Given that the cost is relatively small, Australia is in the fortunate position of being able reach the 0.7% target whilst simultaneously retiring its government debt and returning the budget to surplus.  This is not true for many other nations, who despite this fact remain committed to the 0.7% aid target. Britain for example have committed to reaching the target by 2013, despite shouldering debt levels much higher than ours (71% of GDP as opposed to our 16%). Australia, perhaps more than any other nation, can afford to fulfil our aid aspirations and we have little excuse for not doing so. 
I understand Ms Bishop’s recently aired concerns that it’s not just the volume of aid that needs to be focused upon but also the effectiveness of its delivery. I believe that these two goals do not stand in opposition to each other, and both should remain a focus of aid policy in the years ahead.
While the undeniably important issues of government spending, the economy and immigration are shaping up to be the chief foci of this election campaign, I believe that in a world where 15 children die every minute from preventable causes, global poverty is still the most important and most pressing issue of all. If Australia contributes its fair share, Micah Challenge estimates that we could prevent the needless deaths of 130,000 children each year, whilst delivering a raft of other benefits to those suffering from the effects of extreme poverty. Unlike issues of economy, immigration and national debt, contributing our fair share in the fight against global poverty is the difference between life and death for hundreds of thousands of people worldwide.
It is for this reason that I’m asking the Coalition to move beyond Australia’s long held rhetoric of aid as an aspirational goal and make a timetable commitment to increasing aid levels to 0.7% of GNI. In doing so, I believe that the Coalition would position themselves as a leader on our nation’s most critical foreign policy issue.
Yours sincerely,
