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James Lewis (pastor of Anglesea Church, 
Victoria) stated recently, “Sometimes the 
sheer size of the problem of global poverty 
is enough to make people paralysed.”

Baptist World Aid Australia’s 50:50 program is 
helping people move from paralysis to action 
and make a real difference in our world. Over 
five weeks, through sermons, bible studies, 
children’s resources, daily e-devotionals,  
and weekly practical activities, people are 
empowered to see how they can significantly 
impact the lives of the poor.

Feedback from churches completing 50:50 
has been very encouraging. A number of 
churches have added extra people to existing 
small groups or, like Queanbeyan Church 
NSW, formed new small groups. People have 
been given a ‘window’ into the plight of the 
world’s poor through DVD clips and real  
stories in sermons and bible studies.  
Church leaders have appreciated the way  
the integrated format reinforces the biblical 
message regarding the poor, and they have 
valued the practical applications that are built 
into the 50:50 program. 

Pastor Lewis reported “a very positive 
response to issues like advocacy. We used 

the cards on the resource CD to write to our 
local Federal Member of Parliament about 
giving more of Australia’s aid to build effective 
health systems.”

Pastor David Williams said that many at 
Toronto church NSW were amazed by the 
range of Fairtrade products available and they 
have committed to ‘Consume Fairly’ by having 
Fairtrade tea and coffee available for morning 
tea. And beyond 50:50, they are considering 
how their church can continue to listen to and 
respond to the poor in an ongoing way. 

We have just updated the 50:50 website 
(www.5050.org.au) with a page of ‘Next Steps’ 
ideas to enable churches and individuals to  
continue the momentum they have built through  
the 50:50 program. If your church or small 
group hasn’t tapped into the benefits of 50:50, 
it’s not too late to register on the website. 

Ian Duncum 
Church Liaison Team Leader for NSW/ACT

From paralysis to action

We would love to hear more of your 
50:50 stories, please contact Ian on 
1300 789 991 or via email:  
ian.duncum@baptistworldaid.org.au.
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What’s in a label?
Have you been bewildered by the labels 
appearing on products like tea and coffee? 
Maybe you’ve noticed the little green frog 
declaring Rainforest Alliance certification 
or the Fairtrade label?  These labels can 
help you identify whether a product has 
been ethically made.

Scripture places great importance upon 
the just treatment of workers (eg. James 
5.1-6, 1 Cor 9.7-12). Workers should be 
paid enough to live on, workplaces be safe 
and free from abusive practices and the 
environment used sustainably. Sadly, many of 
the products we source from the developing 
world aren’t made under these conditions. 
This is where Fairtrade, Rainforest Alliance, 
and UTZ certification systems help. Products 
that display these labels must comply with 
standards that include the fair treatment of 
workers (eg. no child or forced labour; access 
to education, healthcare, decent housing 
and clean water) and the sustainable use of 
the environment (eg. farming methods that 
reduce soil erosion). Producer groups are 
monitored on a regular basis to ensure they 
are meeting these standards, and farmers 
receive help to improve the quality of their 

products and connect with niche markets.

Fairtrade goes a step further. First, Fairtrade 
has a floor price. Commodity prices tend to 
fluctuate quite dramatically, meaning that 
developing world farmers can sometimes 
receive less for their crop than it costs to 
produce. By agreeing to pay a price that never 
falls below the costs of production, Fairtrade 
helps farmers meet their basic needs. 
Second, the Fairtrade floor price includes 
a premium (usually 5-10% of the purchase 
price) on top of the production cost to invest in 
communities. Third, Fairtrade producers can 
ask the buyer to provide up to 60% of the sale 
price in affordable credit before the crop is 
ready to sell. This gives them income for food 
and medicines, school fees, and replacing 
equipment while the crop is growing. 

So when you’re next out shopping, consider 
choosing products with the Fairtrade, 
Rainforest Alliance or UTZ labels. In 
our opinion Fairtrade’s price and credit 
guarantees make it the strongest scheme, so 
consider giving this preference above others.

For more information on Fairtrade visit www.
catalystonline.org.au 

Scott Higgins 
Education and Advocacy Coordinator

Born in Nairobi, Kenya, Tabitha experienced 
serious health complications as a baby and 
came close to losing her life. 

When I experienced sickness as a baby in 
Kenya, I was lucky to have parents who could 
afford access to good health care and made 
a full recovery, much to my mother’s relief. 
Sadly, this is not the case for many babies  
and their mothers. 

This year, as Micah Challenge continues to 
campaign for Child and Maternal Health, 
I can’t but wonder at the inconsistencies 
between my experience and that of families 
in poverty. How unjust that half a million 
expectant mothers die every year, 99% of 
them in poor countries like Kenya. I truly 
believe that with great privilege comes great 
responsibility, and we as Australians have a 
responsibility to speak out. 

We can respond by taking part in a simple 
advocacy action, such as signing a card, and 
encouraging others to join us. Basic measures 
like better education about hygiene and 
breast feeding, and more training of skilled 
birth attendants could bring about profound 
change. But in order to see this happen, 
governments like Australia’s need to prioritise 
child and maternal health in their aid budgets.

Micah Challenge is calling supporters to sign 
an e-card, reminding our government that we 

care about women and children. We want to 
see the number of mothers who die reduced 
by 3/4 and the number of child deaths cut by 
2/3, in accordance with the targets outlined in 
the Millennium Development Goals. 

Tabitha Horsley, Micah Challenge Australia                                                                                                                                       
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Prioritising child and 
maternal health

Catalyst is the advocacy program of Baptist World Aid Australia. 

You can find out more about the Micah 
Challenge Health Campaign and sign an 
e-card at www.micahchallenge.org.au/
health. To order hard copies of materials, 
contact info@micahchallenge.org.au or call 
the Micah Challenge office on (02) 9453 1586.
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Food Crisis in Kenya

Families and communities are suffering due 
to a widespread food crisis that has gripped 
much of Kenya and many of its neighbours. 
The government of Kenya has declared a 
national emergency as 10 million people 
(around 30% of the population) now require 
food aid to avoid starvation. 

The lack of food available is a result of 
drought conditions, which have meant that 
maize production (the major food crop in 
Kenya) is well below normal levels and is not 
enough to provide for Kenya’s citizens. Prices 
for grain and other farming supplies were 
high during the planting season, reducing the 
amount of seed planted and disruption caused 
by post election violence early in 2008 also 
contributed to the small harvest this year. 

Additionally, food prices have more than doubled 
in many places over the past 18 months. With 
their incomes now purchasing much less, 
some families are only surviving by eating wild 
fruits and roots they are able to gather.

Baptist World Aid Australia’s partner 
SAO Kenya has reported that in the eastern 

region, previous work to ensure higher food 
security has helped the families involved to 
be better off as they try to cope with these 
circumstances. Their ability to use savings 
to engage in small business enterprises has 
made these families more resistant to the 
effects of the food crisis.

There are however thousands of people who 
require food aid. Baptist World Aid Australia 
has funded a food distribution project, which 
is currently underway. Part of this project 
includes training in farming drought resistant 
crops and soy which has high nutritional value.
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Prayer Beat
• � �Ask God to provide ‘daily bread’ for 

the people of Kenya affected by the 
current food shortage

• � �Ask that the Kenyan Government’s 
power sharing agreement would 
work in an effective way to make  
real progress and reform

• � �Pray for reconciliation among 
various ethnic groups, following  
the ethnic violence sparked by the 
recent elections Maasai culture

The Maasai people are a semi-nomadic  
ethnicity who live in southern Kenya 
and Northern Tanzania. Their striking 
traditional dress makes them 
recognisable even to many westerners.

Their livelihood comes mostly from 
grazing livestock for food and trade. 
In recent decades their lifestyle has 
become more dependent on outside 
markets, in the cities of Kenya. This, 
and the loss of some traditional land 
to nature reserves has meant that 
generally poverty has increased among 
this group.

Baptist World Aid Australia’s local 
partner works with one group of 
Maasai, helping them learn more about 
healthcare and development activities 
they can undertake to improve their 
incomes and opportunities.

A history of Baptist World Aid Australia 
is available to read online at  
www.shareanopportunity.org or call 
1300 789 991 for more information.

Please pray for families struggling in 
this food crisis, and ask that God would 
provide their ‘daily bread’. To make a 
donation to Baptist World Aid Australia’s 
Emergency Relief fund to be used in 
situations like this as they arise, visit 
www.shareanopportunity.org or call  
1300 789 991.
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Baptist World Aid Australia’s Project Officers 
recently visited this area where CBOs have 
resumed running their normal development 
activities and the lives of community members 
are returning to normal. In one CBO there is 
a group of older women, dedicated to serving 
others in need. 
HIV and AIDS are 
a major problem 
in Kenya with 
over one in every 
twenty people 
infected with HIV 
and hundreds 
of thousands 
more affected by 
the disease. Despite the disruption, fear and 
mistrust in their community, this passionate 
group of women have joined together to fight 
against the effects of this disease.

Within their community there are many 
children orphaned by AIDS and other causes, 
and although these children are often cared 
for by relatives or other community members, 
widespread poverty means that an extra 
mouth to feed can be difficult for many 

families. Seeing their need the women have 
joined together and started a small business 
to create extra income. By weaving baskets, 
raising chickens and growing extra food, they 
are making enough to help feed and provide 
school fees for around 30 orphans in their 

community.

Karen, the 
chairperson of 
the group says 
that “we have 
to work hard 
to keep the 
program running, 
but through 

God’s hand we will be able to support these 
children during their childhood.”

In a community so recently torn apart by 
rage and ethnic violence, these women are 
continuing to draw together and help their 
neighbours in acts of love and compassion.  
It is through the example of people like this 
that ethnic differences and prejudices will  
be overcome.
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Restoring Peace with 
compassion and love 
Over 1,500 Kenyan lives were lost in the 
first months of 2008, during a period of 
ethnic violence following disputed elections. 
Followers of the two leading candidates 
rioted and police used excessive force 
to suppress protests calling the election 
results into question.

The official tally revealed Mwai Kibaki of the 
Kikuyu tribe, the incumbent President, to have 
won a narrow victory over Raila Odinga, of the 
Luo tribe. Both sides accused the other  
of vote rigging, and protests against the 
election results were banned by Kibaki as  
he claimed victory.

In the chaos that followed, over 300,000 
people fled their homes in fear as gangs 
armed with machetes rioted and set fire to 
houses and businesses. A power sharing deal 
was eventually brokered between the two 
leaders with Nelson Mandela acting as one of 
the leading mediators. This helped bring an 
end to the killings.

Baptist World Aid Australia funded emergency 
relief operations conducted by our local 
partner SAO Kenya during and following the 
unrest. These activities included providing 
food, shelter and other essentials to families 
who had fled their homes during the conflict. 

More than one year on, many wounds remain 
to be healed in Kenya. Many people have 
moved to new areas and are trying to begin 

again, while others remain living in temporary 
camps as they no longer have land to return 
to. The majority of the perpetrators have not 
been brought to justice, hindering the process 
of life returning to normal.

In one area affected by the violence, the 
Community Based Organisations (CBO - a 
group of community members involved in 
implementing development activities) assisted 
by SAO Kenya are continuing to meet and 
work towards improving their community. 

During the violence, some people in this 
community fled, fearing for their safety, and 
some crops and businesses were destroyed by 
fire. Most group members have now returned 
to their homes and have begun to re-establish 
their livelihoods.

Despite the disruption, fear 
and mistrust, these women 
have joined together to fight 
against the effects of HIV.

Emergency relief efforts
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Gift to SAO Child Sponsorship
This is not an application to sponsor a child but donation towards vital activities that are part of  
sponsorship programs. I would like to make a regular gift of $   (min $25) (42985)
Every:    month,    quarter,    year 

 I authorise Baptist World Aid Australia to automatically debit my credit card as specified above  
until I revoke this authority in writing.
OR

 Please accept my one-off gift of $   (minimum of $10, if paying by credit card) (42985) 

Commit to Community
I would like to make a regular gift of:  $20  $40  $60    Other $   (min $20) (43073)
Every:    month,    quarter,    year             

 I authorise Baptist World Aid Australia to automatically debit my credit card as specified above  
until I revoke this authority in writing.
OR

 Please accept my one-off gift of $  (minimum of $10 if paying by credit card) (60043)

PLEASE PRINT
Donor ID (if existing donor)� CB0902  C-BEAT

(Ms/Mrs/Miss/Mr) First Name

Family Name

Address	 Postcode	

Daytime Phone (          )	 Church (if relevant)

Please return to: Baptist World Aid Australia, Locked Bag 122, Frenchs Forest NSW 2086. 
1300 789 991 Phone 02 9451 1199 Fax 02 9452 4720 Email commbeat@baptistworldaid.org.au
www.shareanopportunity.org  Australian Baptist World Aid Inc. ABN 63 430 709 718

PAYMENT METHODS

1. Please debit my:    American Express    MasterCard    Visa
	
								      

Name of Cardholder  Signature

OR 2. Please find enclosed my cheque made payable to Baptist World Aid Australia for $ .

Credit card number
Expiry Date        /

ND
Yes, I’ll Share an Opportunity Today
Please use this form for non tax deductible donations

I don’t need to claim an income tax deduction...
If you don’t need a tax receipt, please consider giving to our Non-Deductible fund. This fund gives us 
greater flexibility in the use of donations such as supporting projects in Australia and other countries 
where we cannot give a tax deduction. We issue receipts for donations to the Non-Deductible fund, but, of 
course, you cannot claim an income tax deduction for gifts made to this fund. If you would like to make a 
donation to the Non-Deductible fund, please complete this form and your payment details below.

 �I would like to give a gift of $   to support projects that are not tax-deductible.  
I understand that I will not be able to claim this donation as a tax deduction. (43068)

 �I would like to give a gift of $   to support the work of Micah Challenge.  
I understand that I will not be able to claim this donation as a tax deduction. (43179)

I would like more information on Baptist World  
Aid Australia. Please send me information on:

 Commit to Community programs
 The SAO Child Sponsorship program
 Advocacy and Catalyst initiatives
 Micah Challenge
 The Guide to Wills and Bequests

Please fill out your contact details above.

Please return to: Baptist World Aid Australia,  
Locked Bag 122, Frenchs Forest NSW 2086. 
1300 789 991 Phone 02 9451 1199 Fax 02 9452 4720  
Email commbeat@baptistworldaid.org.au
www.shareanopportunity.org  
Australian Baptist World Aid Inc. ABN 63 430 709 718

Baptist World Aid Australia will not share your details 
with other organisations. The information you give to us is 
used to complete your donation, and to keep you informed 
about the work and current appeals of Baptist World Aid 
Australia. When a particular project concludes, unused 
funds are transferred to a similar project that is deemed 
to satisfy donors’ wishes.

PLEASE PRINT
Donor ID (if existing donor)� C-BEAT CB0902

(Ms/Mrs/Miss/Mr) First Name

Family Name

Address	 Postcode	

Daytime Phone (          )	 Church (if relevant)

PAYMENT METHODS

1. Please debit my:    American Express    MasterCard    Visa
	
								      

Name of Cardholder  Signature

OR 2. Please find enclosed my cheque made payable to Baptist World Aid Australia for $ .

Credit card number
Expiry Date        /

Yes, I’ll Share an Opportunity Today  

GIFTS of $2 and over are tax deductible. If you do not need a tax receipt, please consider giving to  
our Non-Deductible fund. See right for details.
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42985
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YOUR BECOME
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    IN
ACTION

For every dollar we use from the Matching Grant Fund on approved projects, 
we may access up to three dollars from an Australian Government grant, 
giving us four dollars to put into action.*

Families living in poverty then reap the benefits of this multiplied donation 
through life-changing development activities in their community.

*Strict conditions determine how funding in this scheme is allocated.  
To make a donation and see full details, see page 10. 




